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26 DEAD IN 


Man pulled into gas station, fired rifle 
as he crossed the street and entered building, officials say 


CHURCH ATTACK 


Those killed range in age from 5 to 72 and 
included pastor’s 14-year-old daughter; 16 were wounded 


NICK WAGNER — AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN VIA AP 


Mona Rodriguez holds her son, J Anthony Hernandez, 12, during a vigil held for the victims of a fatal shooting at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas, on Sunday. 


It’s unclear if suspect died of 
self-inflicted wound, official says 


By Jim Vertuno 
The Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS » A man dressed in black 
tactical-style gear and armed with an assault rifle 
opened fire inside a church in a small South Texas 
community on Sunday, killing 26 people and wound- 
ing at least 16 others in what the governor called the 
deadliest mass shooting in the state’s history. The dead 
ranged in age from 5 to 72 years old. 

Authorities didn’t identify the suspect during a news 
conference Sunday night, but two other officials — 
one a U.S. official and one in law enforcement — iden- 
tified him as Devin Kelley. They spoke to The Asso- 
ciated Press on the condition of anonymity because 


they weren’t authorized to discuss the investigation. 
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Flags fly at half-staff at the First Baptist Church on Sunday. The governor 
called the attack the deadliest mass shooting in Texas’ history. 


Church was center 
of the community 


By Jim Vertuno, Nomaan Merchant, 
and Diana Heidgerd 
The Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS » The most 
recent sermon posted on YouTube by 
the pastor of the First Baptist Church of 
Sutherland Springs, Texas, shows him ex- 
plaining why he had parked a motorcycle 
in front of his lectern. 

As he walked side to side on the stage, 
Frank Pomeroy explained in the video 
posted Oct. 29 that he wanted to discuss 
having faith in forces that can’t be seen, be 
they gravity during a sharp turn or God. 


“Just as leaning into a turn may not 
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California confronting opioid addiction, an ‘epidemic of despair’ 


By Elizabeth Aguilera 
CALmatters 


Michael Steelman perches at 
the edge of the Sacramento River, 
skipping rocks across the clear 
water. His dad’s Harley-David- 
son, borrowed for the excursion, 


is parked nearby. 

In this popular Shasta County 
park, Steelman finds solace nearly 
every day, sitting, walking, skate- 
boarding, thinking. The Califor- 
nia native left his wife and two 
children in Georgia nearly four 
months ago, taking shelter with 


his parents to face an addiction to 
painkillers after 11 years of taking 
the opioid drugs for a neck injury. 

Now, after stopping those 
drugs and starting addiction 
treatment in July, the 41-year-old 
sees a future. 

Addiction “cost me a lot,” Steel- 


man said. “I’m going through a di- 
vorce now, and I don’t have con- 
tact with my kids right now. It’s 
rough. But I know I’m doing the 
right thing. I’m staying sober.” 
Steelman is benefiting from a 
year-old treatment program, the 
brainchild of a local physician 


who belongs to a coalition sup- 
ported by federal, state and non- 
profit funds. But he might eas- 
ily have been among the tens of 
thousands of Americans dying 
each year of opioid overdoses, as 
prescriptions once reserved for 
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By Peter Larsen 
plarsen@scng.com 


Classic rock going 
silent al The Sound 


@PeterLarsenBSF on Twitter 


Uncle Joe Benson, Cynthia Fox and Rita Wilde 
have lived on the airwaves of Southern California 
radio, playing artists like the Who, Queen and the 
Rolling Stones for so long that what was just rock 
ry’ roll when they started grew up into the format 
known as classic rock. 

But these well-known voices, on the air for four 
decades, give or take a year or two, are about to be 
silenced. The Sound (KSWD-FM/100.3) has been 
sold to a Christian broadcasting company, and the 
on-air home for Benson, Fox and Wilde, who cur- 


OZZFEST MEETS KNOTFEST RETURNS 


JOHN VALENZUELA — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Headliner Ozzy Osbourne performs Saturday at the Ozzfest Meets 


zzfest Meets Knot- 

fest was back at Glen 

Helen Amphitheater in 
Devore, the birthplace of the 
original Ozzfest. 

Headliner Ozzy Osbourne 
performed Saturday, as did 
Prophets of Rage, Deftones and 
other artists. 

It had been 21 years since 
Ozzfest first took place in De- 
vore in 1996. 
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